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ABOUT OUR WORSHIP 
 

We welcome all who gather here today! We are blessed to celebrate together the mercy, grace, 

and love we have from God through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Children: Families with children are very welcome here. Having children in church is important 

so they can begin to learn about their faith in Jesus, and it’s good for the whole congregation to see. 

Please feel comfortable keeping “squirmy” kids in the service. This is where they belong, too! 
 

Pew Cards: Guests and Members, please fill out the card you picked up on the way in and place 

in the offering plate on the way out. You may note specific prayer requests there. 
 

If standing is difficult: Please feel free to remain seated during any portion of the service.  

 

 

As We Gather: “Return to Truth” 

Peter addressed the people in Solomon’s Portico at the temple in Jerusalem after the time of 

Pentecost, and said directly, “Men of Israel . . . you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked 

for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Author of life” (Acts 3:12, 14–15). In the 

service of Good Friday, we reflect on that truth and remember the sacrifice that Jesus made for each 

of us. The hymnist describes the event with poignant beauty: “The Shepherd dies for sheep that 

loved to wander” (LSB 439:4). Good Friday is good for us. It is good to be here! 

 

About Tonight’s Service: 

Due to the solemn nature of the day, and to allow for personal reflection and prayer, we ask 

that you enter the sanctuary in quiet reverence. Good Friday is part of the Triduum (“three 

days”), the three-day observance of Christ’s Passion, which began yesterday. For that reason, our 

service is a continuation from Maundy Thursday, and there will not be an Invocation or Opening 

Hymn. Good Friday is a day for repentance over sin and restrained joy and praise for the redemption 

Christ accomplished for us on the cross.  

 

About the Tenebrae Vespers Service: The service of Tenebrae (meaning “darkness”) consists of 

extinguishing candles, a dimming of the church lights, and our reflection on the Passion of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. The darkness reminds us of the darkness that covered the land at Jesus’ crucifixion, 

the darkness of the tomb, and the darkness our own sinfulness. The service ends with the removal 

of the Christ candle, the loud sound—the strepitus, and the return of the Christ candle, signifying 

to us that the light of Christ’s resurrection on Easter will soon scatter the darkness of Good Friday. 

There will be no Benediction spoken, as the Triduum continues until Easter. The congregation is 

asked to leave the sanctuary tonight in reverent silence. 
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VESPERS 
(From the Lutheran Service Book p. 229 ff.) 

 

Please stand as able 

 

OPENING VERSES 

P: O Lord, open my lips, 

C: and my mouth will declare your praise.         Psalm 51:15 

 

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C: make haste to help me, O Lord.           Psalm 70:1 

 Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 

PSALMODY 
 

PSALM          Psalm 38:1-4, 18, 22; antiphon: Isaiah 53:5 

P:  He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

C: upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are 

healed. 

P: O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, 

C: nor discipline me in your wrath! 

P: For your arrows have sunk into me, 

C: and your hand has come down on me. 

P: There is no soundness in my flesh because of your indignation; 

C: there is no health in my bones because of my sin. 

P: For my iniquities have gone over my head; 

C: like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 

P: I confess my iniquity; 

C: I am sorry for my sin. 

P: Make haste to help me, 

C: O Lord, my salvation! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P:  He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

C: upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are 

healed. 
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Please be seated 

 

HYMN 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded         LSB 450 sts. 1, 3, 5, 7 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002537 
Tune: Public domain 
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READINGS 
 

FIRST READING               Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 

    he shall be high and lifted up, 

    and shall be exalted. 
14 As many were astonished at you— 

    his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 

    and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 
15 so shall he sprinkle many nations. 

    Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 

for that which has not been told them they see, 

    and that which they have not heard they understand. 

53 Who has believed what he has heard from us? 

    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

    and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

    and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 

    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs 

    and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

    yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
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    so he opened not his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

    and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

    stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9 And they made his grave with the wicked 

    and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 

    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

 
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

    he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 

    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

    make many to be accounted righteous, 

    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul to death 

    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING      Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 

 
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 

him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although 

he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became 

the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him. 
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P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as able 

 

VERSE                Isaiah 53:4 

P: Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

C: yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

 

GOSPEL READING         John 19:17-30 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 19th chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
17 And [Jesus] went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in 

Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 

side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, 

“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place 

where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 
21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, 

‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

 
23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, 

one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top 

to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall 

be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 

 

“They divided my garments among them, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

 

So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his 

mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and 

the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 
27 Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to 

his own home. 

 
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A 

jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and 

held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
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P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

RESPONSORY       1 John 2:1-2; Mark 10:33; Psalm 32:1 

P: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 

C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 

C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 

C: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

Please be seated 

 

SERMON HYMN 

Lamb of God                     LSB 550 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

 
Tune and text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002537 

 

SERMON 
 

PRAYER 

Please stand as able 

 

KYRIE               Mark 10:47 

P: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

  give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECTS 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family 

C: for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the 

hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; 

P: through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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P: Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the pains of 

the cross 

C: and so remove from us the power of the adversary. 

P: Help us so to remember and give thanks for our Lord’s passion 

C: that we may receive forgiveness of sin and redemption from everlasting death; 

P: through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

TENEBRAE SEQUENCE 
 

READING 

Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested – Mark 14:43-50 
 

HYMN 

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now           LSB 440 st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

The first candle is extinguished. 

 

READING 



11 
 

Jesus before the High Priest and Council – Mark 14:53-72 
 

HYMN 

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now           LSB 440 st. 2 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

The second candle is extinguished. 

 

READING 

Jesus before Pontius Pilate – Mark 15:1-5 

HYMN 

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken        LSB 439 st. 1 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The third candle is extinguished. 

 

 

READING 

Jesus Is Delivered to Be Crucified – Mark 15:6-20 
 

HYMN 

O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken        LSB 439 st. 2 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 

  

 

READING 

Jesus on the Cross – Mark 15:21-32 
 

HYMN 

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted          LSB 451 st. 1 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 
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READING 

Jesus Dies – Mark 15:33-39 
 

HYMN 

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted          LSB 451 st. 3 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 

 

 

READING 

Jesus Is Buried – Mark 15:40-47 
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HYMN         LSB 456 

Were You There 

“Enesmble will sing stanzas 2 and 3” 
 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

 

3 Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? 

 Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? 

    Oh… 

 Sometimes it causes me to tremble,   

                  tremble, 

              tremble. 

 Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? 

 

4 Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
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5 Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

The seventh candle is removed from the altar and taken out of the sanctuary, representing Christ’s 

burial in the tomb. The sound of a loud noise, the strepitus, is heard, representing the tomb being 

sealed by the stone. The candle is returned to the altar, signifying that Christ will not remain dead, 

and our hope for Easter morning is yet to come. You may stay for a period of prayer and reflection. 

All leave the sanctuary in reverent silence. 
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